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Lieutenant DONALD CAMPBELL, 


And the other Children of the deceaſed Capt. LaucaLin I of 
the Province of Vew York. 


I: the Year 1732, William Coſby, Eſq; being then Governor of New York, the French 


began to extend their Encroachments on the Frontiers of that Province, and were actually em- 
ployed at that Time in erecting the Fortreſs of Carillon, or Crown Point, at the head of Lake 
Champlain; a Poſt which they afterwards very ſucceſsfully employed to check the Progreſs of our 
Settlements, and annoy the Trade. This Step did not fail to alarm every Man in that Colony, 
u who loved his Country, and was zealous for its Proſperity ; and it occurred to many, that the moſt 
effectual Method to counteract thoſe Operations, and prevent the Conſequences fo juſtly to be ap- 
prehended, would be, by new Enccuragements, to form a Settlement in the Neighbourhood of thoſe 
Encroachments, as a Military Frontier to the Province, and a Check upon the Deſigns of the 
French. In this View the Governor, with the Advice of his Majeſty's Council by Proclamation 
(ſee Appendix, No. 1) invited Proteſtants of all Nations and Denominations to ſettle in thoſe Parts 
upon the encouragement of a free Grant of 100,000 Acres of Land, without Fee or Reward, and 
ſubject only to One Shilling and Nine-pence Farthing Sterling, yearly Quit-Rent, payable to the 
King, for every hundred Acres, ; 


This Proclamation falling into the Hands of my Father, Captain Lauchlin Campbell, fince 
deceaſed, then reſiding in the Iſland of Iſla, in Argyllſhire, North Britain; He immediately con- 
ceived a Project, founded on thoſe Encouragements, of ſettling a conſiderable Colony in thoſe Parts, 
which would effectually anſwer the Purpoſes of Government, and, at the ſame time, procure a 
handſome Eſtabliſhment for his young and numerous Family. In purſuance of this, in the Year 
1737, He embarked for New York, with two ſubſtantial Farmers, his Neighbours, whom he 
| perſuaded to accompany him at his Expence. His deſign was to viſit that new Country, and to 
take a particular View of the Lands offered for the Settlement. Oa his Arrival there, he was well 
received by Governor Clarke, (Governor Coſby being then dead) and every mark of Reſpect was 
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ſhewn to him. A Gentleman of the Province, who ſpoke the Indian Language, went with him, 
and viewed the Lands from Saraghtoga to Fort Ann, near South Bay, and very much approved 
of the Soil and Situation; they alſo found it particularly agreeable to the Indians, that he ſhould 
ſettle on thoſe Grounds, Upon his Return to New York, the Governor and Council contracted with 
him for the Settlement of 1co Families on that Frontier, on Terms advantageous to the Crown, 
and beneficial to the Province. It had been obſerved, that Governor Coſby's Encouragements were 
too circumſcribed, and admitted of no Diſtinction between a large and a ſmall F amily; therefore 
on this Occaſion, Governor Clarke, confiſtent with, and within the Limits of his Majeſty's In- 
ſtructions, which impowered him to grant 2000 Acres to every Family ſettling on the Frontiers, 
agreed with Captain Campbell after the Rate of, from 1150, to 1500 Acres for each Family, of 
which 1000 Acres were to be allowed to himſelf, to the amount of 100,000 Acres in the whole; 
and the remainder to be parcelled out by him from 150, to 500 Acres to each Family in proportion 
to the Number of Perſons of which it ſhould conſiſt, The above Quantity was left to be taken up at 
the Diſcretion of Captain Campbell and the Settlers, in Parcels, where-ever they ſhould find them moſt 
fit for Cultivation, without Fee or Reward, or other Expence, except a moderate charge of Survey 
agreeable to Coſby's Encouragements. By this Agreement, it is to be obſerved that there were reſerved 
to the Crown 600 Acres out of the 200,000 Acres which the Governor was impowered to grant at 
the Rate of 2000 Acres each, for the Number of Families contracted for, and which at that Time 
were actually granted in the fame proportion to many, who, in fact, never intended, nor for 
20 Years after did fulfill the Conditions of the Patents, by ſettling a ſingle Family on their Lands. 
It is alſo further to be noticed; that Capt. Campbell muſt have ſettled many more Families on the 
100,000 Acres allowed him as the firſt Promoter and fole Conductor of this beneficial Enterprize, 
before he could derive any Advantage to himſelf, or any Equivalent for his great Expences, and 
the yearly Quit-Rent of 88“. 105. 10d. Sterling; which he bound himſelf to pay for ever. 


Satisfied however wits thoſe Encouragements, and relying on the good Faith of the Governor and 
Council, Capt. Campbell with his two Companions returned to Iſla, where he fold his paternal 
Eſtate, the better to enable him to purſue his public ſpirited Undertaking ; and in the Year follow- 
ing (1738) he engaged 34 Families, conſiſting of 176 Perſons, to accompany him, at his 
Expence, to New York. Soon after his Arrival there, he had an Interview with Governor Clarke, 
and obtained a promiſe of a Grant of ſeveral thouſand Acres for himſelf and the above Families, near 
Wood Creek, in the Route from Albany to Crown Point. As his Undertaking was alſo at this time / 
looked upon as an Affair of great Conſequence to the eſſential Intereſts of the Country, it was pro- 
poſed that Fort Ann on Wood Creek ſhould be Repaired; and one of the Independent Companies of 
of New York ſtationed there, to protect the Settlement from the Inſults of the Scalping Parties from 
Crown Point, diſtant from Fort Ann only about 40 Miles. The Command of this Company could 
not be given to any one ſo proper as Capt. Campbell, who was of a military Turn ; whoſe whole 


Fortune was involved in the Succeſs of this Undertaking ; and whoſe Spirit and Abilities had been 
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already ſhewn to be equal to the Taſk of conducting it. He was therefore aſured that he ſhould 
have the Command of this Fort and the Company to be ſtationed there. In conſequence of this, he 
was encouraged to return a ſecond Time to Scotland, to engage a greater Number of Families, 
that this laudable Deſign might be put into immediate Execution; as by the Conſtitution 
of the Colony of New York, no Grants could paſs *till the Names of the Settlers were inſerted in the 
Patent, after which Capt. Campbell could attend the Settlement of the whole, to greater Advantage 
to Himſelf, the Families, and the Province. Before his Departure, Governor Clarke, to give Counte- 
nance and Authority to the Undertaking with the People in Scotland, ordered the above Conditions 


of Capt. Campbell's Agreement to be printed, and a Copy delivered him (as in the Appendix, No. 2) 


Thus Capt. Campbell, leaving his Family and many of the Settlers, at his own Charge in America, 
embarked once more for his Native Country; from whence he returned in Summer 1739, to 
New York, bringing with him 41 Families, conſiſting of 200 Perſons. His firſt Step on his 
Arrival, was to demand Surveys of the Quantity of Lands according to Agreement, for himſelf and 
the above 7; loyal Proteſtant Families, then in the Province, ready to ſettle upon them. 


It is from this Period that we may date the Effects of that ſordid Spirit of Avarice and Jealouſy 
which was now raiſed againſt Capt. Campbell, and continued ever after to thwart a noble Project, 
which, in the beginning, promiſed ſo fair Succeſs. This Jealouſy purſued him to the laſt, till it 
brought him to his Grave, in the Prime of Life, his Fortune ruined, and his Project unaccompliſhed. 
It is hard to account for the Motives of fo glaring a Breach of public Faith in the Government of 
New York, without referring it to the Paſſions of private Men. In the beginning, Capt. Campbell's 
Project appeared fo great, and ſo much beyond the Conception of little Minds, that it was looked 
upon only as the Chimera of an enterprizing Man, but when they. ſaw, by the Diligence and Activity 
of the Undertaker, that this Chimera was like to become a Reality, they wanted to come in for a 
Share. The Officers concerned in the Fees for the Grants, now refuſed to relinquiſh them; an 
the Men of Power and Influence inſiſted upon a Participation with Capt. Campbell in the Grants 
themſelves, to the Settlement of which, with regard to Inhabitants, they were neither able, nor 
willing to contribute. Theſe Offners Capt. Campbell rejected with Diſdain, both as injurious to 
himſelf, and diſhonourable with reſpect to his fellow Adventurers, whom he had engaged in this Un- 
dertaking, rely ing ſolely on his Faith and Honour. The next Step of his Enemies was to endeavour 
to ſeduce the Affections of the People from him as their Leader, as if by thoſe Means they could 
affect his Claim to the Quantity of Lands to which he was intitled by Agreement with the Public, 
and in which he had embarked and already expended the greateſt Part of his Fortune, particularly 
in bringing thoſe very People to the Colony on that very Agreement. It is to be obſerved that the 
Fees upon the whole of Capt. Campbell's Grant tor Himſelf and his Settlers, aiter the Rate paid by 
others at that Time, as appears from the laſt Paragraph of Governor Clarke's Encouragement, would 


have amounted at leaſt to 5, or 6000 Pounds ſterling ; it is therefore ealy to imagine, that the re- 
linquiſhing 


41 
linquiſhing of theſe Fees was a material Inducement with him to undertake the Settlement, and the 
demanding of them at this Time, rendered it abſolutely impoſſible for him to proſecute it. On the 
other Hand, the greatneſs of the Object was probably a Reaſon for the Parties concerned to inſiſt 
upon it. Cadwallader Colden, then Surveyor General, now Lieut. Governor of New York, would 
probably have partook of a conſiderable Share, and was, I believe, one of the Parties, who had, as ap- 
pears by the authentick Declaration and repeated Encouragements of the Governors Coſby and 
Clarke, given it under their Hands, that they would take no Fee, Reward, or Gratuity, for granting 
thoſe very Lands. One of the Members of the Council, at that Time aſhamed of this Treatment of 
Capt. Campbell and his People, prefented a Propoſal with his Reaſons and Remarks (e Appendix, 

No. 3) as he expreſſes it, © to preſerve the Honour and Faith of Government, which would otherwiſe 
< ſuffer.” In juſtice to the Judgment and Foreſight of this worthy Counſellor, it is to be remarked, 

that he was well aware of the Security that would ariſe to the Colony, from a ſtrong Settlement of 
warlike Highlanders on the very Skirts of the French Encroachments, and the Advantage to the 
B tiſh Nation in general, in ſeizing a Poſt that gave fo eaſy an Acceſs into Canada as that of Wood 
Creek, inſtead of the more difficult Paſſage by Lake George; he even ſeems to have foretold the fatal 
Conſequences which would follow from the Neglect of ſo ſalutary a Meaſure; a Prediction which 
was too fully verified in the Diſgrace our Arms ſuffered in the fatal Affair of Ticonderoga, where 
Thouſands of our braveſt Troops, with a gallant and promiſing Nobleman at their Head, fell before 

a handful of French and Indians, entrenched in that danggyous Paſs, 


This ſenſible Remonſtrance produced no Effect, and Capt. Campbell, after many vain Sollici- 
tations, found his Affairs no further advanced. Party, Avarice, and Faction, in ſpite of reiterated 
Promiſes, {till getting the better of Honour and every other publick Virtue : However, that nothing 
might be wanting to fullfil, the Conditions on his Part, he once more in (1739) went over to Scotland 
and returned to New York the Year following with 17 Families more, conſiſting of 101 Perſons, 
making in all 93 Families, conſiſting of 485 Perſons as appears by an Abſtract from an Authentic 


Original Lift ( ſee Appendix, No. 4.) 


Thus having in Two Years and a half, fo nearly accompliſhed the Engagements, into which he 
had entered with the Goyernment, for the Importation of 100 Families into the Colony, he had 
every Reaſon to expect, that there could be no further delays in fullfilling the Conditions on their 
Part, and that he would be put into immediate Poſſeſſion of the Lands agreed to be granted to 
him and his Settlers; but on his Arrival at New York, he found the Torrent of Oppoſition ſtill pre- 
vailing, and to his irrepairable Loſs, too powerfull for him to reſiſt ; fo that after many fruitleſs appli- 
cations for Juſtice, and vain Repreſentation to thoſe who had it in their Power to redreſs him; he 
was at laſt compelled by Neceſſity to abandon his Project for that Time, and with a large Family 
of Children, and the ſmall Remains of a ſhattered Fortune, to retire to a Country Farm, where, 
broken with Misfortunes, he paſſed the melancholy Remainder of his Days, except tae Time in 
which he was engaged in the Service of his Country againſt the Rebels in the Year 1745. 


That 


1 


That the foregoing Narrative may not appear the Miſrepreſentation of an affectionate Son, partial 


to the memory of his Father, and who has had a Share in all his Sufferings; I ſhall beg Leave to quote 
a Paſſage from the General Hiſtory of New York, written in 1755, by Mr. Smith, a Gentleman of 


that City, eminent in the Profeſſion of the Law. In relating the Story of the French Encroachments, 
at Crown Point, he takes Occaſion to mention the Undertaking of Capt. Campbell, and ſpeaks of his 
Character, of his Claims, and of his Sufferings, in a manner that does equal Honour to the Senti- 
ments and Abilities of the Author. In Page 179 and 180, he ſays, The Paſſiveneſs we diſcovered, 
eon this impudent and dangerous Invaſion of his Majeſty's Rights, is truly aſtoniſhing ; and the 
« more ſo, as the Crown had at that Time four Independent Companies, which had long been 
e poſted here for our Protection, at the Annual Expence of about 7500F Sterling. A very good 
« Scheme in ſome Meaſure, to repair this ſhameful Miſconduct, was afterwards projected, by ſettling 
c the Lands near Lake George, with loyal Proteſtant Highlanders from Scotland. Captain 1 
Jin Campbell, encouraged by a Proclamation to that Purpoſe, came over in 1737, and ample 
« Promiſes were made to him. He went upon the Land, viewed and approved it; and was in- 
« treated to ſettle there, even by the Indians, who were taken with his Highland Dreſs. Mr. Clarke, 
« the Lieutenant Governor, promiſed him in a printed Advertiſement the Grant of 30, ooo Acres 
« of Land, free from all but the Charges of the Survey and the King's Quit Rent: Confiding on 
d the Faith of the Government, Capt. Campbell went Home to Ifla, fold his Eſtate, and, ſhortly 
d after, tranſported, at his own Expence, * 83 Proteſtant Families, conſiſting of 423 Adults, beſides 
<« a great Number of Children. Private Faith and Publick Honour, loudly demanded the fair 
« Execution of a Project ſo expenſive to the Undertaker, and beneficial to the Colony. But it un- 
« fortunately drop'd, through the ſordid Views of ſome Perſons in Power, who aimed at a Share in 


e the intended Grant; to which Campbell, who was a Man of Spirit, would not conſent. 


« Captain Campbell afterwards made an Attempt to redreſs himſelf, by an Application to the 
« Aſſembly here, and then to the Board of Trade in England. The firſt proved abortive ; and 
« ſuch were the Difficulties attending the laſt, that he left his Coloniſts to themſelves ; and with the 
„poor Remains of his broken Fortune, purchaſed a {mall Farm in this Province. No Man was 
„better qualified than he for the Buſineſs he had engaged in. He had a high Senſe of Honour, 
« and a good Underſtanding ; was active, loyal, and of a Military Diſpoſition. For upon the 
Neuss ot the late Rebellion in Scotland he went -Home; fought under the Duke; returned to his 
„Family; and ſoon after died; m—_ a Widow and leyeral Children, who ſtill feel the Conſe- 


* quences of his Diſappointment,” 


After Capt. Campbell's deceaſe, his Family ſtruggled with many Difficulties, till the Commence- 
ment of the War in 1756, when the Arrival of an Army in America, opened a Door for ſome 
Relief. His three Sons, bred up in their Father's Principles, and inheriting his Sword as their only 
Portion, entered into his Majeſty's Service, and during the whole Courſe of the War (If I may 

be 


® 93 Families, as appears by Apper dix, No. 4. 
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be permitted to ſay it without Vanity) acquitted themſelves with that Zeal and Fidelity, which their 
different Stations required; they ſerved ſeparately, in the 32d, 48th, and 6oth Regiments, on every 
Expedition in North America and the Weſt Indies, and at the Peace, the two eldeſt Brothers were 
reduced as Lieutenants on Half. pay. The youngeſt, ſtill continues a Lieutenant in the 48th Regiment. 
The Mother died at New York in 1759, leaving three Daughters married, the Eldeſt is now a 
Widow, with one Daughter, and the two Youngeſt have ſeveral Children. The whole of Capt. 
Campbell's Family now alive, amounts to 15 Perſons. 


In the beginning of the Year 1763, about the cloſe of the War, I determined, at my own Expence, 
to revive my Father's Claim, and accordingly preſented a Petition to the Governor and Council of 
New York, in behalf of Myſelf, my Brothers, and Siſters, and alſo of our Aſſociates, being the 
People, or the Deſcendents of thoſe People, who went over with Capt. Campbell, and now conſiſting 
of near 200 Families, reſiding in the Province. In this Petition, We prayed: for the Grant of 
100,000 Acres, at the rate of 1000 Acres for each Family, of the very Lands promiſed to, and 
intended for my Father and the ſaid People, then vacant and unappropriated. In anſwer to this 
Petition, there is a Report of a Committee of the Council, dated the 4th of March, 1763, of ſo ex- 
traordinary a Nature, that I have given it at large in the Appendix (fee No. 5) In this Report, 
after admitting, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, the Merits of Capt. Campbell's Claim, and expreſsly 
declaring that the Terms of the old Agreement had not been complied with on the Part of the Govern- 
ment, as a full Compenſation for this Breach of Public Faith, which had brought a once Flouriſhing 
Family to Poverty and Diſtreſs ; they generouſly granted us 10,000 Acres to be divided among 6, 
and this too without the ſmalleſt remiſſion of Fees, and ſubject to a Quit-Rent of Two Shillings and 
Six-pence Sterling, per Hundred Acres, even obliging us, according to the Rule of Council in ordi- 
nary Caſes, to get 4 Names added to our Petition, to fill up the Number of 10 Perſons required 
for the Grant of that Quantitf of Land. Upon this, it is to be obſerved, that as Capt. Camp- | 
bell's Family are declared to be in a different Predicament from other Settlers, ſo ought the Favour 
granted them, to be on a different Footing. But any Perſon, almoſt at that Time, would have re- 
ceived 1000 Acres of Land upon Application and Payment of the Fees, and it is even notorious, 
that Men of Intereſt, could procure any Quantity, under the Names of Fictitious Aſſociates, to be 
afterwards reconveyed to themſelves. One Gentleman in particular, now holds 25,000 Acres, 
which were ſurveyed to him at that very Time (1763) in his own Name, and thoſe of 24 more, 


who hold it only in Trutt, 


From theſe Tranſactions, it is obvious, that the Influence of the original Oppoſers of Capt. 
Campbell's Project was ſtill prevalent at New York. However, it was thought Expedient at this 
Time, to accept of the above trifling and partial Grant, to ſecure a Footing for the Family in the 
Province, where, if common Juſtice had prevailed, they muſt have been already conſiderable Pro- 
prietors, I therefore took up the Lands, paying the Fees and Survey, which came to 3207, 
New York Currency, in all (/ze Appendix, No, 6) It muſt be obſerved, that at the ſame Time, 

there 
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there was granted a Pract of 47,000 Acres, being about 336 Acres each, to 140 Families of the 
People who had emigrated with my Father, and this Grant on the Principles of the original En- 
couragements, cn the very Lands, formerly intended for them, the Fees in all, including Survey 


and Subdiviſion, amounting to about 3000/. New York Curency, Theſe heavy Expences obliged 
many of thoſe unfortunate People to ſell their ſmall Shares, of which, much Advantage was taken. 


After having ſettled this Affair, I refolved to come over to 1 at my own Expence, in 
further proſecution of the Family Claim, in hopes to obtain that Redreſs at Home, which was 
thus denyed us at N Vork. It may not here be improper to remark, that my Father in his 
laſt: Voyage to England, in 1745, had the Misfortune to be taken Priſoner by a French Privateer, 
by which Accident, he loſt many material Papers relating to the Affair in Queſtion, and I was now 


deprived of the Lights which thoſe Papers might have thrown upon it. 


Soon after my Arrival in England lin April 1764) I preſented a Memorial to the Lords of Trade 


and Plantations, ſetting forth the Merits of my Father's Claim, the Iniquity of his Treatment in 
New York, and praying for Redreſs to the Family, upon the Principles of the Covenant made 


with him, to wit, for the Grant of 100,000 Acres of Land, according to thoſe Conditions, being 
16, or 17 Thouſand Acres to Each of the Children. This produced from their Lordſhips, a very 
favourable Report to his Majeſty in Council, in which they ſay. * That from the ſeveral Allega- 


tions contained in the Memorial, and from the Converſation we have had with Mr. Campbell, it 


<« appears, that his Father, Capt. Lauchlin Campbell, of the Iſland of Ila, did, upon the repeated 
« Encouragement given to him by the Governors of your Majeſty's Province of New York, the 
« An of which, are ſtatumed in the Memorial, undertake to make a Settlement in that 
Province on the unimproved Lands in the Route from Fort Edward, to Crown Point; and at a 
« yery great Expence, did actually convey Eighty- three Proteſtant Families from Scotland, con- 
«* fiſting of Four Hundred and Twenty-three Perſons, which the Memorialiſt alledges, were capa- 
ble of forming a reſpectable Frontier for the Security of that Province, that in proſecution of his 
« Deſign, and in order to compleat the intended Settlement, he fold his Eſtate in the Iſland of Iſla, 
& but that the Government of New York, having refuſed to ratify their ſolemn and reiterated 
« Promiſes, the Memorialiſt's Father, was reduced to great Diſtreſs, and the Uncaſineſs ariſing 
« from the Circumſtance of his Family, ſhorten'd his Life. 


« As the Memorialiſt's Family thus appears to have been involved in Difficulties and Diſtreſs, 


« by a Diſappointment in a very laudable Undertaking ; and as the Father, the Memorialiſt himſelf, 


« and his two Brothers have ſerved in a Military Capacity, with Zeal and Loyalty. We beg leave 
« humbly to propoſe to your Majeſty, that as the 10,000 Acres which the Memorialiſt alledges to 


© have been already granted to him, is, in our Opinion, far from being an adequate Compenſation 


for the Expences incurred, and the Loſſes and Hardſhips ſuſtained by the Family in their Im- 


e prove. 
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« provements of your Majeſty's Lands; your Majeſty's Orders may be given to your Governor of 
ce the Province of New York, directing him to cauſe Thirty Thouſand Acres of Land to be Surveyed 
ein one contigious Tract, in ſuch Parts as the Memorialiſt ſhall chooſe, not already granted to, or 
& ſurveyed for others, and which is not the Property of, or claimed by the Indians; and upon a 
Return of ſuch Survey, agreeable to your Majeſty's. Directions in your general Inſtructions, to 
e paſs a Grant for the ſame to the ſaid Memorialiſt, his two Brothers, George and James Campbell, 
and his Siſters, Roſe Graham, Margaret Euſtace, and Lilly Murray, under the Seal of the 
Province, ſubject to the Payment of 1.08 Rent, preſcribed in the ſaid General Inſtructions, and 
* to ſuch other Terms and Conditions of Cultivation and Settlement, as are uſually inſerted in 
„Grants of Lands, made in that Province.“ | Whitebal, May 18, 1764. 


In conſequence of this Report, his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed on the 24th of May, 1964, to 
iſſue his Mandamus to the Govornor of New York, for the Grant in Queſtion, : 


I acknowledge with Gratitude, the Goodneſs of their Lordſhips, at the Board of Trade, in the 
Attention they paid to my Memorial, the ſpeedy Anſwer by their Report, and alſo for their juſt 
an i favourable Repreſentation of my Father's Caſe. But I beg Leave with all due Defference, to 
obſerve, that the Grant of 30, ooo Acres, in the manner they adviſed, could not be deemed a full 
Compenſation for the ſingular Sufferings of our Family, as ſtated by themſelves in their Report. If 
the Claims of the Family are juſt and well founded, the 100,000 Acres which were ſtipulated by 
the Covenant with Governor Clarke, ſubje& to a low Quit Rent, with the Condition of an Ex- 
emption from Fees, is the only adequate Compenſation that can be offered; nor can the difference 
of Time and Circumſtances be alledged againſt ſo conſiderable a Grant; for at this very Time, (1764) 
it was recommended to his Majeſty, to grant 20,000 Acres to one Gentleman, by way of Compen- 
ſation for the Loſſes he ſuſtained by a fruitleſs Attempt, in 1761 and 1762, to ſettle part of thoſe 
very Lands at Wood Creek, which my Father was willing and able to have ſettled 20 Years before, 
It is alſo obſervable, that this Gentleman had already obtained 2 5,000 Acres trom the Governor 
and Council of New York, on the Merits of this very Caſe, be ſides 20.000 more in another 
Province. I do not mention this from any Sentiment of Envy at the good Fortune of this worthy 
Gentleman, but only as a Precedent of ample Satisfaction, obtained on a Claim of Compenſation in 
no Degree equal to ours. He had 45,000 Acres in the Province of New York, granted to indem- 
nify him for 400 l. or 5007. thrown away on a Project of his own undertaking; we had 5 or 6000 
Acres each, as an equivalent for our Father's Life and Fortune ſacrificed, by a Breach of public 
Faith, after complying with every Article of his Engagements, and actually Colonizing the 
Province with 485 Perſons. | 


Upon theſe Conſiderations, I took the Liberty to preſent a New Memorial to their Lordſhips, 
(18thof June 1764) praying for their further Recommendation to his Majeſty, for a Grant of 20,000 
Acres 


2 
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Acres each, for my Brothers and myſelf, which, with the former Grants, would complete the 
Quantity of 100,000 Acres, which we claim by Virtue of our Father's Agreement. However, 
before I could obtain an Anſwer to this 2d Memorial, Private Affairs obliged me to return to 
America. Soon after my Arrival at New York, I preſented to Lieut, Governor Colden, the Royal 
Mandamus for 30,000 Acres, and endeavoured to obtain proper information, with regard to 
Vacant Lands upon the Frontiers, that I might be able to locate my Quantity without interfering 
with other grants. In this however, I was able to make but little Progrels, not having ſalicient 
Intereſt with L ieut. Governor Colden, or his Son, the Surveyor General. What made the Location 
more difficult at this Time,- was, that there had been lately taken up great Quntities of Lands in 
ſmall Parcels, by the reduced Officers of his Majeſty's Army, on the Terms of the Proclamation of 
the 5th of October, 1764. Thele Grants, ſcattered here and there in Spots of the choiceſt Lands, 
made it almoſt impoſſible for me to find 30, ooo Acres in one contiguous Trac, fit for Cultivation, or 
worth the Exorbitant Charge of Survey aud Patent Fees. About this Time too, the Troubles on 
account of the American Stamp Act began, and ſoon after occaſioned a total Stagnation of all 
Buſineſs, and conſequently put a Stop to my further Proceedings in this Affair. I therefore returned 


to Epgland (Jan. 1766) and again renewed my Application, by a Petition to his Majeſty in Council, 


on the Merits of the foregoing Facts, concluding in thoſe Words.“ That in Conſideration of the 


e immenſe Expence and great Loſſes ſuſtained, in executing on Public Faith, a Scheme of ſuch Uti- 


« lity to the Province, together with the Military Services of the Family, the Petitioner moſt humbly 
„ prays, your Mjeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to grant him One Hundred Thouſand Acres of 
„Land, in the Province of New York, on the Terms of your Majeſty's Royal Proclamation of 
the 7th of October 1763, in favour of Reduced Officers with the Indulgence of locating the 
„ ſame, in ſuch Parcels as may be found convenient; not leſs than 2000 Acres, to enable him to 
“ {ſupport himſcif and Brothers and Siſters, and ſettle the ſaid People.“ 


This Petition was on the 12th of May, 1766, referfed to the Lords of Trade and Plantations, to 


conſider the fame, and report their Opinion thereupon, to a Committee of his Majeſty's Moſt 
Honourable Privy Council. In conſequence of this Reference, the Lords of Trade reported that, 
although in their Opinion, the Petitioner's Caſe is diſtinguiſo d from that of moſt other Petitiones s for 
Lands; yet they cannot think it expedient for the Crown to grant away ſuch a Tra of Land, as 
100,000 Acres in the Province of New York: Nevertheleſs, as his Majeſty had been graciouſly 
pleaſed to grant already 30,c00 Acres lo the Petitioner in one contiguous Traft ;, and os the Petitioner 
has repreſented the dijagreeable Circumſtances attending the ſaid Conditions, y zhey. beg Teave 2 
recommend, that Or ihrs may be given to his Majeſty's Governor of New York, to cauſe, 3 0,000 Acres to 
be ſurvey'd in 6 Lots of 5000 Acres each, and upon a Return of the ſaid Survey, to paſs 5 ſeparate 
Grants for the ſame, ts the ſaid Lieut. Donald Campbell, and his Brothers and Siſters, and further to 


grant the additional Quantity of 5000 Acres to the ſaid Lieut, Donald Campbell, ſo as to make his Lot 


10,000 Acres. 


A 


U— —¶ — IEP 


[ 10 
Mandamus was immediately ordered in Council, in the Terms of the above Report. 


Upon this- I ſhall only obſerve, that this Alteration gives no Relief on the Prayer of the Petition, 
becauſe, that not only the Quantity of 100,000 Acres 1s refuſed, but alſo the 30,000 Acres formerly 
granted with the additional 3000 Acres, are left to the Choice of the Governor; according to 
the obvious Conſtruction of the Report. By the former Mandamus, the 30, ooo Acres were left 
to be taken up * in ſuch Part of the Province, as the ſaid Lieut. Donald Campbell, or his Agents, 
e ſhall chooſe, not already granted ;” but by the preſent, it is Ordered, “ that the Governor of New 
* York, cauſe the ſaid 30, ooo Acres to be ſurveyed in 6 Lots of 5000 Acres each, with the Ad- 
dition of 5000 Acres, ſo as to make one of 10,000 Acres, and paſs 6 ſeparate Grants accordingly,” 
Making the Petitioners thus ſubject to the Caprice of a Governor, who may parcel out the Lots, 
both as to Situation and Soil, on the moſt unprofitable Lends; and as the preſent Surveyor General, 
Mr. Colden, is known to have Prejudices by Inheritance againſt Capt. Campbell's Claim; there is 
little Reaſon to expect Favour at his Hand. 


Upon the Whole, the foregoing Repreſentation of our Caſe, it is hoped, will be ſufficient to ſatisfy 
our Friends; for whom alone this is intended (and not for the Public) of the Juſtice of our Claim 5 
and alſo ſhew that no proper Means has been neglected to obtain Redreſs for the injured Family. 
It hitherto our Applications have proved ineffectual to obtain an adequate and complete Redreſs ; 
there is {till a Door open to his Majeſty's Goodneſs. To this, I once more intend to apply, and by 
Petition to his Majeſty in Council, to expoſe the Grounds of our Pretenſions, ſuch as they are ſer 
forth in the preceding Narrative, and to implore a more: effectual Relief, has been hitherto 
offer'd. 


There are ſtill in the Province of New Vork near 200 Families ef the unhappy People who emi- 
grated with my Father from their native Land, on the Faith of deluſive Offers and falacious Promiſes. 
Theſe People would ſtill be happy to re- aſſemble under the Protection of the Children ot their Firſt 
Conductor; and it is with theſe that I propoſe to form a Scttlement upon the vacant Lands in that 
Province. No inconſiderable Object to Government even at this Day. Had this Settlement been 
formed in the Year 1740, according to my Father's Plan, that Country would have received a 
Strength and Security (as I have already ſhewn) which would have prevented many Miſchiefs; and 
the Family would have enjoyed a large and valuable Property, inftead of ſtruggling with the unhappy 
Circumſtances, in which they now find themſelves involved ; but waving all Conſiderations upon 
the different Situation in Life, in which a ſtrift Obſervance of a fair Agreement would have placed us. 
We only Supplicate for the 100,000 Acres (the Quantity of Lands due to us, by dear Purchale, 
and which will afford but about 16,000 Acres to each of the Children) with the Indulgence of - 
locating them in Tracts, not leſs than 5oco Acres each, on the Terms of his Majeſty's Proclama- 

1: 
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tion of the 7th of October, 1763, in favour of reduced Officers, willing to pay Two Shillings and 
Sixpence Sterling per hundred Acres, of yearly quit Rent, in lieu of One Shilling and Nine-pence 
Farthing, (which was formerly ſtipulated with my Father for much better Lands than any now 
to be taken up) It muſt likewiſe be noticed, that the Fortune of the Family ſpent in this Cauſe, 
cannot be recall'd; and that the Children of the ill treated Capt. Campbell have no Reſources for 
the Funds neceſſary for the Accompliſhment of their Deſign, but what may ariſe from the very 


Grant of the Lands themſelves. 


The Lands are enti rely at his Majeſty's Diſpoſal; he may diſtribute them according to his 
Pleaſure; and does, in f 8 every Day grant conſiderable Tracts out of the common Way. If 


the Children of Capt.-Campbell, from the peculiar Hardſhips of their Father's Caſe, are entitled to 


any Portion of his Roval Favour and Compaſſion, *he Door is ſtill open; and a Grant of 100,000 | 


Acres to be divided among us, will be an Act of Jultice, as well as Favour, and ſecure for ever 
the unfeign'd Bleſſings of a much injured Family, reſcued from Poverty and Diſtreſs, 


A Tr W E N II X 
No. 1. 


At a Counc“ eld at Fox r Georce, in New Tonk, on the 5th of 
November, 1734. 


PRESENT 


His Excellency WILLIAM COSBY, Eſq; Captain-General and Governor in Chief of the 
Province of New YoRK. 


Mr. SECRETARY CLARKE, J Mr. CourTLAND, 
Mr. Hakrison, Mr. LANE, 

Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. HogsMAN DN, 
Mr. Crier JusTICE, 


HEREAS ſeveral large Tracts of good and profitable Land, within the Province of 

| New York, in North America, do ſtill remain uncultivated and unimproved, by Reaſon 
that no Grants for the ſaid Lands have hitherto been made by his preſent Majeſty, or any of his 
Royal Predeceſſors: Therefore this is to give Notice, that his Excellency the Honourable William 
Coſby, Eiq; Captain-General and Governor of New York, New Jerſey, and Territories thereon 
depending, in America, Vice- Admiral of the fame, and Colonel in his Majeſty's Army, hath 
thought 


[ 12 
thought fit, by and with the Advice and Conſent of his Majeſty's Council of the Province of New 
York aforeſaid, to recommend the following Propoſals to all Perſons, being Proteſtants. 


Tf therefore any Perſons from Europe are deſirous to ſettle themſelves, or Families, and will be at 
the Expence of tranſporting themſelves from thence to New York, in North America, every ſuch: 
Family ſhall receive his Majeſty's Royal Grant for two hundred Acres of vacant and unimproved 
Lands, which Lands are already purchaſed of the Indians for them, without any Charge or Ex- 
pence io the intended Grantees; and the ſaid Families ſhall be at Liberty to take up the ſaid Lands, 
in th e Proportion avovementioned ; either in one or more Tracts, and by one or more Grants, as 
the Heads of ſuch Families ſhall think proper; PROVIDED, that from and after the Time 
that ſuch Families ſhall firſt arrive here, and ſhall apply them elves to his Excellency in Council, for 
ſuch Grant or Grants, and ſhall have their Sir be Lands aforeſaid laid out to 
them; that then ſuch others as ſhall next arr. ve, inall nave their ſes eral Shares and Proportions laid 
out near and adjoining to the firſt Settlement made in ſuch vacant Lands, if the Nature and Quality 
of the ſaid Land be proper for Cultivation ; otherwiſe ſuch their Share ſhall be laid out to them in 
ſuch Parts adjacent thereto, as will afford to the faid Settlers ſuch good and comfortable Support, as 
is hereby meant and intended, untill the full Quantity of One Hundred Thouſand Acres of Land be 
granted and laid out, And all the Grants to be made to faid Perſons, ſhall be ſo made without 
Fee or Reward, or other Expence the ſeveral Officers concern'd in the ſaid Grants having declared, 
and given under their Hands, that they will take no Fees, Reward, or Gratuity for the ſame, 
except only that ſuch Settlers are to be at the Expence of laying out _ ſurveying their ſeveral 


Shares, which is a very moderate Charge. - > 


The faid Grantees are further to be inform'd, that for every hundred Acres lo taken up, they are 
to pay to his Majeſty, yearly, and every Year, for ever, the Sum of One Shilling and Nine- pence 
Farthing Sterling Money ; and likewiſe to cultivate and improve, within three Years from the Day 
of the Date of every Grant, every one for his own Share and Part only, Ten Acres of every Hundred 


Acres which ſhall be ſo, as aforeſaid, granted and taken up. 


And for the further Encouragement of ſuch Perſons as ſhall be diſpoſed to tranſport themſelves to 
America, upon the Terms aforeſaid ; it is hereby further advertiſed, that the ſaid Lands are near 
to a Navigable River, convenient for tranſportation of Goods to and from a conſiderable Town, 
where there is a conſtant Market for Sale of Hemp, Flax, and all Manner of Grain, Beef, Pork, 
and ſuch other Proviſions as are the uſual Product of the Country. The Situation of ſaid Land, 
likewiſe opens to ſuch as ſhall ſettle thereon, the richeſt Branch of the American Trade, conſiſting 
of Bever, Otter, Deer, Wolf, Bear, Mooſe, Cow-ſkins, Fox, Martin, and Racoon to be pur- 
chaſed of the Indians, at moderate Rates; ; or more eaſily acquired by the Induſtry of the 


European Inhabitants. 
As 


E 


As this Notice is given and intended for the Relief of diſtreſſed Proteſtant Families in general, 
but more eſpecially of ſuch who labour under the cruel Yoke of Popery and Arbitrary Power; and 
many Families from Germany having already retired into his Majeſty's Plantations, there to enjoy 
Liberty of Conſcience, and the Bleſſing of his Protection, under his mild and moſt auſpicious 


Government. 


— 


Thereſore, ſuch as incline to come from Europe upon the Terms aforeſaid, are hereby aſſured, 
that the Lands intended to be granted, as beforementioned, are as good as any in Poſſeſſion of and 
ſtill veſted in the Crown, in North America; and that the Quit-Rent, or Annual Conſideration 
paid to the Crown, is not halt{o much as is paid by the new Settlers in Pennſilvania, and the neigh- 
bouring Colonies, where beſides the Annual Rent, ſuch Settlers are obliged to pay fifteen Pounds for 
every hundred Acres, as the firſt Purchaſg (as upon due Enquiry made, does appear) beſides the 
Charge of the G ad: comnpelled in Pennſilvania, to go 
cighty Miles to Market, and all their x roduce to be tranſported by Land Carriage, | 


And it is further Notified, that upon the Arrival- of every ſuch Proteſtant Family or Families 
within this Province, his Excellency the Governor will tate the beſt and molt ſpeedy Meaſures to 
procure to them, by Act of Naturalization, all the Rights, Benefits, Privileges, and Advantages 
of Perſons being the natural born Subjects of this Province, and will recommend the ſame to be 
paſſed, without Charge or Expence. 


N. B. There are many conſiderable Settlemente of Engliſh and Germans already made, near and 
adjoining to the Lara hereby propoſed to be granted. And the future Settlers are to take Notice, 
that they are to other Expence, than ſurveying and dividing their ſeveral Shares amongſt 
themſelves, where leveral Settlers take up a large Tract in one Patent, and ſuch Diviſion is made at 
a very eaſy Expence. 


Signed, by Order of his Excellency in Conncil, 
Fred. Morris, D. Cl. Core. 
Printed and Sold by William Bradford, in New York, 1734. 


No. 2. 


Encouragement given for People to remove and ſettle in the Province of 
New York, in America. 
HE Honovrable George Clarke, Eſq; Lieut, Governor and Commander in Chief of the 


Province of New York, Hath, upon the Petition of Mr. Lauchlin Campbell, from Iſla, 


North-Britain, promiſed to grant him Thirty thouſand Acres of Land at the Woad-Creek, free of all 
Charges, 


| „ | | 
Charges, excepting the Survey and the King's Quit-Rent, which is about One Shilling and 
Nige- -pence Farthing Sterling, for each hundred Acres. And allo, to grant to thirty Families al- 


ready landed * Lands in proportion to each Family, from five hundred Acres, unto one 
hundred and fifty, only paying the Survey and the King's Quit-Rent. And all Proteſtants that 


incline to come and ſettle in this Colony, may have Lands granted them from the Crown, for three 
Pounds Sterling per hundred Acres, and paying the yearly Quit- Rent. 


Dated in New York, this 4th Day 


of December, 1738. 
GEORGE CLARKE. 


Printed by Milian Bradford Printer to the Kine s moſt Excellent 8 * che Province of 
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No. 3. 


A Propoſal, to encourage the Settlement of the Province of N ew York. 


HAT 200,000 Acres of Land be veſted in Truſtees, to be by them conveyed to any Family 
(or head of Family) that will come and ſettle a Farm of 150 Acres, or & hat the Head of 
ſuch Family do pay no more than 3os. for his Ne-d and the Survey. 


The Place propoſed, to be to the Northward of Saraghtoga, where Iſo. tz Lands are good, 
they having been formerly purchaſed, and are now veſted in the Crown, as y the Act for 
vacating ſeveral extravagant Grants. 


That as the Settlers there will be a Barrier to defend all Attempts of the French, therefore the 
neceſſary Expence for ſatisfying the Indians, and obtaining the Patent to the Truſtees, be defrayed by 
the Publick. That in as much as this will greatly encreaſe his Majeſty's Revenue of Quit-Rents, 
the King's Officers do take no other or higher F * than are ned by Ordenance. 


That in the mean time, as ſoon as may be, a convenient p. "oh of Land near Saraghtoga, be laid 
out for thoſe Families who are here already, and who, I ſuppoſe, came over upon the Encouragement 
given by this Government. 


This to be done upon the Terms propoſed, to preſerve the Honour and Faith of Government, 
which would otherwiſe ſuffer. - 


And that theſe People ought to be encouraged to ſettle here, leſt, being diſappointed, they go 
away into Penſilvania, (or &c.) as the Germans did, upon that Fatal Step, in Mr. Hunter's Time, 
whereby this Province loſt thoſe Advantages, which that other has ſo greatly reaſed, | 


That 
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WE 
That if thoſe People are not ſettled at the Place propoſed, then *tis more than probable, the 


French will be induced to Attempt it, the Conſequences whereof, would have a very fatal Effect, 
caſe of a Rupture between the Crowns. 


Y No. 4. 


An Abſtract of the Number of Families and Perſons brought from Argyle- 


| ſhire, in Scotland, to New-York, by Capt. Lauchlin Campbell, in 


the Years 1738 and 1740; for the Settlement of the King's 
Land, 2 the in the Route from Albany to Crown Point 
in | | 
| : PERSONS, 
In 17 38. Thirty- four Families, conſiſting of 3 2 3 55 38 6 
Single Perſons, viz. Schoolmaſter ad Tradeſmen 81 17 
In 1739. Forty- one Families, confilting ot . . 1 142 
227 N Tradeſmen and Serv —ꝛ ͤ 7 —* YT. 18 ; Row 
In 1740. Seventeen Fanviliea, conlifting of - ; 
ay Trainee and Servants .. . „ 38 BOS 
Capt, Campbell, ws Wife, and 6 Children, „ „ Ü 8 
ͤ— Lon 7 ; 2 485 
No. 5. 


Report of a Committee of his Majefty's Council in New York, 4th of 
March, 1763. 

S to the Petition of Donald Campbell, Gee Campbell, ano James Campbell, in behalf of 

themſelves and their Aſſociates, praying a Grant of 100,000 Acres of the Land deſcribed in 


their Petition, the Committee have agreed to Report, that in Conſideration that their Father, Capt. 


Lauchlin Campbell, deceaſed, imported into the Colony in the Years 1738, 1739, and 1740, 
Eighty-three Families ; conſiſting of 423 Perſons, from Argyle-ſhire in Scotland, on the En- 
couragement offered by Governor Coſby, in the Year 1734, and afterwards by Lieut. Gov. Clarke, 
in 1738. The Terms whereof have not at any Time ſince been complyed with by the Government. 
There be granted to the three above-named Petitioners and their three Siſters, all Children of the 
faid Capt. Campbell, the Quantity of ten thouſand Acres of Land, to be equally divided and 
ſhared among the ſaid fix Perſons, and to be bounded and limitted as follows. On the South, by 


that 
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that Part of the Patent of Saraghtoga, which lies on the Faſt Side of Hudſon's "River; on the Weſt, 

by the Lands granted or belonging to Cuyler and Ketelhuyn, then along the South Line of the 
Patent of Schuyler and Others, and ſo far into the Woods as by another Line to Batten Ell, to com- 
prehend the Quantitypf ten thouſand Acres, one Family to be ſettled for each 1000 Acres in 3 Years, 


The Committee directed, that the Petitioners ſhould be informed of the above, that they might s 
ger a 255 7 Petition drawn in the Names of ten Perſons, for wu A "oy l. 
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